


DTUDate Title

Different ways of group formation – pros & con
Associate Professor Hanne Løje, DTU (halo@dtu.dk)

ETALEE May 2023

2



DTUDate Title

Agenda

Introduction (10 min)

Hands-on activity (60 min)

At the end of the session (20 min)
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Forming of groups

• Student self-select group members

• The teacher assign the students to groups

–Randomly (1,2,3,4…)

–Based on selected criteria

• Test

• Preferences
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Why – 21st Century skills

• Oral and written communication

• Critical thinking and problem solving

• Professional and work ethic

• Teamwork and collaborations

• Working in diverse teams

• Applying technology

• Leadership and project management

TEAM competences

(Trilling & Fadel, 2009)
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Being a group

Become a team

Being a team
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Different models to understand your preferences

Enneagram Belbin

MBTI Whole Brain
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Belbins team rolls
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Idemand

Opstarter

Koordinator

Analysator

Organisator

Kontaktskaber

Specialist

Afslutter

Formidler

Meredith Belbin,
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Team work – challenges (Tuckmann)
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Group work – how to get started

• Different thinking of how to create values

• Design a culture to enable effective communication and team collaboration

• In the first phase

– Make rules!

– Talk about values, norms and ambitions

– How to make decisions in the group

– How to work and how to have meetings 

– Roles in the projects

– What can we do if we miss a role or some competences in the group?

– If we get trouble – how to solve it?
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Group formation proces

1. Preference test

2. Teacher makes the groups

3. Students meet in groups
and introduce themself

4. Groups activities
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Hands on activity
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Hands on session – part 1

• In groups  - everyone present themselves

• Ice breaking activities 

• Discuss group contract
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Group activities

• Group contract

• Ice breaker activity
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Icebreaker - Group activity

Tell 3 short stories about you self

- One of the stories must be true and the two 
others false

- The rest of the group has 2 minutes to 
decide which of the stories is trues

- The group can ask questions to be answered 
with ”yes or no”
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Hands on session – part 2

Discuss in groups:

• Share experience of student self-selection and teacher selection

• What is a good process for forming groups?
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Discussion & evaluation

• Challenges and benefit with regards to different ways of forming groups

• Should the students try different ways of group formation during their study?
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Nordisk network with focus
interdisciplinary competences
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Thank you 
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